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Project Background

Motivated by Newcastle Gateshead Cultural

F
Venues’ 2011 research by MHM: |

What would give families the confidence
to try something new?




e Peer recommendation
e Curated offer

* Practical information




Key facts

Partnership of 16 organisations running 34
venues — forms North East Family Arts Network

Facebook group — over 8,000 members
E-newsletter — nearly 2,000 subscribers
Website — venue listings/practical info/sign up




How it works

* Organisations pay for membership
 Editorial plan/rate card

My time 1.5 days a week freelance



Website:
familyexplorers.co.uk
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to our brilliant cultural places in North East save money on travel in our region and the children have fun on your visits and where to see honest reviews from other
England. Read Mors's make it easy to review your days out. North East families.




Hi everyone

It's that time of year when we're feeling wider around the middle but slimmer in the
wallet.

So we're sharing the secrets of a lower cost day family day out and some great
events coming in 2019 - inspiration for burning off the pud by getting active.

Budget busters! - 5 WAYS TO SAVE ON 2019
EVENTS

1. FAMILY TICKETS

Newcastle Theatre Royal shows are really worth pushing the P!
boat out for and the photos of this one, starring Harry Potter o
star Mark Brown, look just incredible. So it's brilliant to know
there's a way to see it for less. You can also travel to Theatre
Royal for

NEED TO KNOW: Dr Doolittle is on at Newcastle Theatre
Royal from Tuesday 12 to Saturday 23 February

2. MULTIBUYS ™=

Who doesn't want to get fitter this year? Dance City has a

huge range of classes in Newcastle and Sunderiand to suit

every age, gender, style and skill level - including
(pictured) for ages 7-11

NEED TO KNOW: Multi-buy discounts at Dance City work on
a sliding scale - save 15% when you book 4 classes, 20% for
8 or 25% for 12.

Enewsletter

3. DYNAMIC PRICING AND GROUP
DISCOUNTS

Book early for an ARC Stockton show and there's a good
chance you'll pay less - dynamic pricing means the price may
go up or down depending on how the show is selling, but
usually it will increase as the event gets closer. Groups of 6
or more also get a discount

NEED TO KNOW: There are 2 family shows planned for
February at ARC - and (pictured)

4. UNLIMITED ANNUAL PASSES

Make the most of Beamish Museum with an Unlimited Pass,
pay once and visit for a whole year free of charge. You can
use your Unlimited Pass to visit the museum as often as you
like, including all daytime events.

NEED TO KNOW:
exciting new additions to experience. Explore Joe the
Quilter’s Cottage which opened 2018 and watch out for the 1950s Welfare Hall opening in 2019.

is constantly evolving with

5. MEMBERSHIPS

With a huge number of sites across the North East, it's easy
to get your money's worth from membership of English
Heritage across the year - Belsay Hall, Housesteads,
Tynemouth Priory, Barnard Castle and the iconic

Dunstanburgh to name a few.

NEED TO KNOW: Before you buy, do a web search and you !
may well find a code for a further discount. Right now, new
members get 3 months free.

Other news - Key diary dates for 2019

This should shift the January blues - there's some seriously good stuff to look forward to
for families this year:

In February, Seven Stories opens an

celebrating 30 years of the patchwork
elephant. St Oswald's Hospice will also be marking it ) 4 )
with a Great North Parade artist's trail of decorated
Elmer's across Tyne & Wear from August to

November. 3 '
Life Science Centre is closed from this Tuesday 8
January but reopens on 2 February with the
spectacular , an artwork
displaying the lunar surface in incredible detail on a
seven-metre-wide sphere.
. [pictured]
is back from 10-13 April with an ambitious programme for the whole family including at
Seven Stories and Dance City
From 11 -14 April, Beamish hosts the legendary
with an extraordinary line up

of vintage transport on display.
Tickets will go on sale very soon to see

, the superstar dinosaur skeleton from
London's Natural History Museum, at Great North
Museum: Hancock. He's there from 18 May to 6
October.
SIRF, Stockton's billed as 'the
world’s best international festival of outdoor art'
returns from 1 - 4 August
And from 13 to 22 September, thousands of free events will occur across the country as

arrives, England's 'biggest festival of history and culture'.

There's lots more lined up so do watch this space for more.
Have a wonderful fortnight with the family.

Warmest wishes

Sallyanne Flemons

PS. If you missed Facebook Round Up this week, fear not! it took a break to make way for
the key 2019 dates but will be back next time with more Explorer recommendations.
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Announcements

N\ Sallyanne Flemons
© Admin - 15 July 2014

Welcome to the Family Explorers North East Facebook Group. You can
use this group to see day out recommendations and reviews from other
families and we'd all love to see your own reviews too. As your host, I'll be
posting info about all the best family events and useful news about days
out in North East England. SIGN UP FOR A FORTNIGHTLY E-
NEWSLETTER HERE. http://eepurl.com/u5-6b There's lots of info and fun
stuff here on the website too: http://familyexplorers.co.uk To keep this
group a good place to be, please DON'T ADVERTISE your own business.
Full rules under the files tab on the group wall.

o Declan Baharini and 48 others 8 Comments 5 shares

[b Like @ Share

D Comment

INVITE MEMBERS Embed invitation
+ Enter name or email addre =]
MEMBERS 8,271 members

OBEGHE

You have 19 new members # Write Post
this week. Write a post to

welcome them.

DESCRIPTION Edit

This is a friendly group where people can
share reviews and reco... See more

GROUP TYPE
Events and plans

LOCATION Edit
o Newcastle upon Tyne

TAGS Edit

Family - North East England - Day-tripper -
More



Ed Facebook Insights

* Around 2,000 posts, comments and reactions per
month '

7,011 out of 8,271 members ‘active’
* ‘Top posts’ seen by nearly 5,000 people
e Group consistently growing
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** CALL OUT FOR REVIEWS *** What have you got up to in the holidays so
far? Please comment below to say what you've been up to and I'll include
some in the next Family Explorers e-newsletters for other families to see.

Did you try Winter Wonderland at BALTIC Centre For Contemporary Art? Or
maybe the Snowman at Sage Gateshead? A Santa Special at Stephenson
Railway Museum? Skating and the Polar Express 4D ride at Science at Life?
Peter Pan at Newcastle Theatre Royal? Or anything else!

Please share to help other families. Thanks lovely people.

What have you tried this
holiday? How was it? Please
comment below.

33 Comments 1 Share

oY Like £ Share

( Samantha Rickelton Peter Pan was good - it's the panto with the most adult
humour and risque jokes and the best special effects in the NE
http://www.northeastfamilyfun.co.uk/.../theatre-royal...

North East Family Fun : Theatre Royal
Newecastle Panto Review 2017 | Peter Pan

(D comment

NORTHEASTFAMILYFUN.CO.UK

Like - Reply - Remove Preview - ) 2 - 2 January at 18:57

Samantha Rickelton Thoroughly enjoyed Polar Express 4D ride (although
wish smaller kids could go on too) and ice skating at Life. One of our favourite
festive days out with lots to do - couldn't fault it
http://www.northeastfamilyfun.co.uk/.../ice-skating-with...

Conversations

¢

&

0 ©

North East Family Fun : Christmas Events
& Ice Skating with Kids in Newcastle at...

NORTHEASTFAMILYFUN.CO.UK

Like - Reply - Remove Preview - @) 2 - 2 January at 18:58

Lisa Warner We did winter wonderland at the Baltic and whilst it was very
busy the ‘snow elves' were very friendly and helpful, it was fun to make the
snowflakes (the time went so fast]) and we got a bag of reindeer food to take
home on the way out.
Like - Reply - @ 1 - 2 January at 19:06
Jackie Archer Winter wonderland at the Baltic was really good, snowball fight
(pom-poms) with the elves went down a treat! The Snowman screening at
Durham Cathedral was fabulous as well!
Like - Reply - @ 1- 2 January at 19:35
Beth Collard Alice in Wonderland at the northern stage was amazing. Brilliant
show.
Like - Reply - @ 1 - 2 January at 19:52
Beth Collard Tanfield was great too. Muddy but good fun.
Like - Reply - @ 1 - 2 January at 19:52
Lynsey Aiken Alice in Wonderland at Northern Stage was pretty awful if I'm
honest. We usually love their Christmas shows but this was far too full on. As a
group of 20 we all agreed it was torture. It will take me some persuading to go
to their next Xmas show.
We're off to Peter Pan on Thursday so we're looking to that.
Like - Reply - @ 2 - 2 January at 21:30

Rachel Jeffers Really, Lynsey?? | went today with my kids. Absolutely

loved it!

Like - Reply - 3 January at 22:56

Lynsey Alken Yes 11 adults and 10 kids and only one 5 yr old enjoyed

it. Really enjoyed their James and Giant Peach but this felt like

recycled gimmics from that and quirkiness in overdrive.

Like - Reply - 3 January at 23:34
< View more replies

Write a reply... © @

Lynsey Alken Ice skating in Sunderland today was great. The staff were so
helpful and friendly too.
Like - Reply - @ 2 - 2 January at 21:31
Joanne Wilkins We seem to have started a bit of a festive tradition of seeing
panto on Christmas Eve and New Year's Evel Went to see Jack and the

Beanstalk at Sunderland Empire and Peter Pan at Newcastle Theatre Royal.
Both were fantastic - great casting, jokes, musi... See more

@
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Fallon Dunleavy We saw Mrs Glaus' Christmas at Durham Gala which was
really sweet and lovely, perfect for younger children.

Also on Christmas Eve we went to Whitworth Hall and fed the deer in the deer
park, had some cake and a drink and a lovely long walk

Like - Reply - @ 1 - 2 January at 22:29

Jennie Doig We booked early for Crook Hall and would highly recommend it
for people next year. Santa's grotto was great, very personalised to each child
and fantastic value for money. We spent a few hours there and the tickets
included mulled wine, arts and crafts... See more

Like - Reply - @) 2 - 2 January at 22:32

Emma Louise Bollands Crook hall sounds lovely!
Like - Reply - 3 January at 08:00

Write a reply... © ]
Laura Nellie Bell We've just been to the Panto at The Customs House, South
Sheilds, just £10pp, and really enjoyed it. A great end to our festivities. | did
not rate the Winter Wonderland at the Baltic, not enough tables for the
bookings and the craft was to make 3 types of snowflake. Really enjoyed the
Stephenson Railway Santa train xxx
Like - Reply - @) 1 2 January at 23:28

Joanne York Eardley Alice in Wonderland was excellent at the Northern
Stage. Only £10 for kids and around £20 for adults. Super value for money.we
will go back next year and | have joined the theatre to get discounts all year
round. This Is a great place.

Like - Reply - @ 1 - 3 January at 00:37

Martha Carolina Salamanca Second year running we go to the panto at the
Gala in Durham. This year's Robinson Crusoe was fabulous. We als saw the
snowman at Durham cathedral and were rewarded with real snow outside to
make our own after this wonderful performance. Alison in wonderland at
northem stage was another hit, and ice skating in Sunderland was the perfect
end to a very enjoyable holiday.

Like - Reply - @) 3 - 3 January at 08:39

Emma Louise Bollands One great one not so much..

We went to West Boldon Lodge Winter Woodland and it was brilliant. Our boys
(3 and 7) had so much fun and it was great for us adults too. I'l be booking for
2018 as soon as It goes on sale again in the Autumn.... See more

Like - Reply - @ 1 - 3 January at 08:59

Laura Nellie Bell It's such a shame when you can only chose so many
things each year and If you feel let down by one. We went to Beamish
last year over xmas and, although it wasn't the evening, there was a
themed market 5o it's a shame that they didn’t continue that xx

Like - Reply - 3 January at 09:04



Catherine Williams We enjoyed Santa at Tanfield
https://rockandrollpussycat.co.uk/.../seeing-santa-at.../

s

Seeing Santa at the North Pole Express,
Tanfield Railway

ROCKANDROLLPUSSYCAT.CO.UK

Like - Reply - Remove Preview - 3 January at 10:32

Catherine Williams Yes with Santa at fenwicks not so so much
https://rockandrollpussycat.co.uk/.../tea-with-santa.../

Tea with Santa at Fenwick, Newcastle
review

ROCKANDROLLPUSSYCAT.CO.UK

Like - Reply - Remove Preview - 3 January at 10:34

r Nicola Hardwick We travelled to stockeld Park for our Christmassy day out
» this year. It was fab. We are definitely going back in the summer too.
http://stockeldpark.co.uk/

Home - Stockeld Park

STOCKELDPARK.CO.UK

Like - Reply - Remove Preview - @ 1 - 3 January at 10:35

Jane Ramsey Its fab in the summer
Like - Reply « 3 January at 21:16

Write a reply...

© O ®w

Catherine Williams Heighley Gate was the best Santa related thing we did
https://rockandrollpussycat.co.uk/.../tea-santa-wyevale.../

Tea with Santa at Wyevale Garden Centre,
Heighley Gate

ROCKANDROLLPUSSYCAT.CO.UK

Like - Reply - Remove Preview - 3 January at 10:38 - Edited

Catherine Willlams We thoroughly enjoyed a visit to Life Centre too and loved
the Dino Jaws exhibition, we had a lovely festive dat at beamish and were the
first ones in to see Santa, no queues, not busy and a lovely atmosphere.

Like - Reply - @ 1 - 3 January at 10:38

P 0 €6
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Beth Collard Breakiast with santa at heighley gate Is fab as always. Beamish
santa was lovely.
Like - Reply - @ 1 - 3 January at 10:40

Hannah Mackay-Jackson ‘A Christmas adventure * at seven stories - really
fun storytelling session with interactive bits like songs and games, and
activities afterwards.

‘Me’ - the early years show at northern stage. ... See more
Like - Reply - @ 1 - 3 January at 11:54

[ Sallyanne Flemons ) Thanks Hannah. How was ME?
Like - Reply - 3 January at 13:06

Hannah Mackay-Jackson Lovely gentle performance - ideal
introduction to theatre for little ones who are a bit young for "alice’.
Very relaxed, small scale and mats to sit on. Lots of nursery groups if
you go midweek - some families may prefer the weekend when it's
mainly other families.

Like - Reply - @ 1 - 3 January at 14:18
Write a reply... ()] w
Laura Nellie Bell We did the Jolly Pocket Postman at Seven Stories and loved
it. Just £3 for kids ans no charge for adults beyond entrance fee xx

Like - Reply - @ 1 - 3 January at 12:54

Genevieve Sllvanus We did Fenwicks window on the 2nd of January (ho
gueues or pushing and spent Christmas money in a much guieter Eldon
square than normal), the snowman at Durham cathedral which was fantastic,
panto at the gala in Durham (brilliant), went to souter ligh... See more

Like - Reply - @ 2 - 3 January at 14:24

Anne-Marie Lavelle We did Santa at Raby Castle and it was lovely. Snowman
at Durham Cathedral was nice but don't get side aisle tickets as you can't see
orchestra just screen

Like - Reply - @ 1 - 3 January at 23:54

Dee Wong The Snowman at Durham Cathedral with live orchestra was
magical especially as it really snowed that day! Alice in Wonderland at
Morthern Stage was one of the best pieces of theatre | have ever seen! So
original, imaginative and avant-garde!

Like - Reply - @ 1 - 4 January at D0:39

Andy Van Ouzman We went to the Allendale Tar Barrel Festival with the
highlight of course the parade to see in the New Year. It was VERY busy as
always (had to park just outside town and walk in with the many others) but
great atmosphere and totally wacky as ever. The midnight fire in the square is
like no other - a true 1870s spectacular lol!!!

Like - Reply - @ 1 - 4 January at 07:00

Mary Nicholson We went to Whitehouse farm to see Santa; this Is our second
year in a row and Santa was just lovely once again. He locks the part (real
beard, decent suit, lovely voice and manner). The gift wasn't really worth the
monev (F4 for a hoak for 384 vear nld... See more



“’% Sallyanne Flemons £ Thanks so much for your brilliant reviews everyone. |

J have included some in this week's e-news. Space is limited so | couldn‘t
include them all (even though | would have liked to) but they're still extremely
useful for others on the group to read.

Like - Reply - @ 1 - 4 January at 18:43 -.Edited

. Lynsey Alken Peter Pan today was tremendous! Perfect family fun.
Like - Reply - ) 2 - 4 January at 21:04

'_".c -
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Laura Ingram We went today too it was brilliant 22
Like - Reply - @ 1 - 4 January at 21:05

. Lynisey Alken Exceeded my expectations! My hubby has never
laughed so much!

Like - Reply - @ 1 - 4 January at 21:25
Write a reply... D) %]

Susan Daly We went to the Santa special at Stephenson Railway museum.
@ My 3 year old loved it. We got there early to look around the museum. They
had Christrnas crafts and colouring in the museum itself. The train ride was
about 45 minutes, an 'elf' came into the carriage and read a story. When we
got half way the train stopped and we could see Santa out of window. He then
got on the train and went down all the carriages talking to all the children
giving each one a present. Gifts were pretty good. My little girl got a colour
matching game which she loves. It was the best Santa costume |'ve seen.
After Santa moved to the next carriage some musicians came and played and
sang Christmas songs. Once we got back to the station there was squash and
mince ples/cupcakes at the end of the journey. There was an opportunity to
take photos with Santa too. I'd go again.

Like - Reply - @ 1 - 4 January at 21:35

Charis Gowland Tim peakes space rocket at locomaotion in shildon. A great
experience to see it, although quite a quick visit as a lot of the activities for
younger kids have been removed for the exhibition there was a good quiz/trall
for the older kids to do. It's moving to York NEM soon though so be quick x

Like - Reply - ) 2 - 5 January at 02:21

Lynsey Alken Yes | agree
Like - Reply - 5 January at 03:53



Rachel Jeffers
3 January at 18:40 - Newcastle upon Tyne

If you're stuck for something to do with the kids this week, | would highly
recommend Alice In Wonderland at the Northern Stage. We booked last
minute to today's performance and it was brilliant. Loads of seats left. 2.30
performances from tomorrow to Saturday. Tickets are £10 for children and
£10, £20 or £25 for adults, depending on where you sit, but it's only a small
theatre so all seats are good!

|b Like () Comment £ Share

DO You and 18 others

1 share 9 comments
. Alison Young | second this. We saw it on New Year's Eve and it was brilliant
Like - Reply - @) 1+ 3 January at 18:43
e . Alison Young replied - 4 Replies
; Cara Jane | agree! We saw it on Christmas Eve and it was BRILLIANT!
Like - Reply - @) 1+ 3 January at 18:47

Hayley Frost What age is it suitable for would you say? Is 3 a bit too young? X
Like - Reply - 3 January at 19:00

w @ Rachel Jeffers replied - 11 Replies

Q Heldi Young Georgia Young o

Like - Reply - @ 1 - 3 January at 19:50
Elaine Farr Saw It a couple of days ago thought was really goed, very
creative, fun and entertaining.
Like - Reply - @) 2 - 3 January at 19:55

@ Chris Stannard replied - 6 Replies

., Nicola Power Thanks! I've been thinking of booking this and just had a look
* after reading this post. Gan someone help though, the stage Is in the middle?
Is there a better or worse section 10 sit? x

Like - Reply - 3 January at 2225
w @ Rachel Jeffers replied - 5 Replies

. Joanne York Eardley Its excellent.

Like - Reply - 3 January at 2338
Joanne York Eardley You can sit anywhere really. Good views all round unlike
theatre royal and others where pillars give partial view.
Like - Reply - 3 January at 23:41

a Beth Collard We loved it so much.



£ Lee Hawks
4 January at 19:49 - Hartlepool

Evening ladys and gents my kids want to visit some Roman sites thia year {
we've done Arebeia and Segadenum) anybody know of any sites on or near
the wall that have easyish access. Obviously givern the nature of the terrain
its on it wont be completely flat.

O 18 Comments

[f:'J Like (J Comment £ Share

' Susan Soan Housesteads.
Like - Reply - @ 1 4 January at 19:54

; Vicky Jasmine Another vote for Housesteads. We went last year to an
event there and it was fantastic!

Like - Reply - 4 January at 22:31
Write a reply... © ]

Samantha Rickelton We explored Hadrian's Wall by bus last year and it was
great fun! http://www.northeastfamilyfun.co.uk/.../visit-hadrians...

North East Family Fun : Exploring
Hadrian's Wall by Bus with Go North...

NORTHEASTFAMILYFUM.CO.LUK

= m BEMITE

Like - Reply - Remowve Preview - ) 2 - 4 January at 19:55

Alison Fisher Vindolanda is a brilliant day out, fascinating site, good cafe and
a reasonable sized museum to explore with amazing roman letters. Really
stunning!

Like - Reply - ) 2 - 4 January at 19:57

Lee Hawks Thanks Ladys **

Like - Reply - @) 1 - 4 January at 19:58

Lee Hawks Are the 2 museums fairly close to the car park?
Like - Reply - 4 January at 20:00

Samantha Rickelton yeah there are car parks right outside both
museums - Vindolanda is a bit of a walk around the site though x

Like - Reply - §) 1 - 4 January at 20:01

Lee Hawks Thanks Samantha x
Like - Reply - 4 January at 20:04



.//w“\\ Sallyanne Flemons & Sallyanne Flemons shared a link
“‘i-,._‘.,/ © Admin - 12 January at 18:30 / @ Admin - 27 December 20 11

** DID YOU TRY ENCHANTED BELSAY? - FEEDBACK WANTED *** ** HELP NEEDED - AND WIN A BOOK BUNDLE *** Seven Stories The
Mational Centre for Children's Books is really committed to being truly
accessible to families with children with special educational needs and
disabilities. So much so that they recently won Gold at the Morth East

Inclusive Tourism Awards.

ife

2017's Enchanted Belsay was super popular so English Heritage would like
to do it all again in 2018. But, so they can make sure it is as family friendly
as possible they've asked if Family Explorers group members could share

honest feedback about their experience of the event this year.
To get even better at this, they would like feedback from families to make

If you went, please can you help them plan their 2018 event by commenting sure they are providing what they want in the way they want it.

below?
Could you spare a few minutes to complete this survey? As a thank you,

Thank you for your time. It's really appreciated. you will be entered into a prize draw to win a bundle of books carefully
selected by the team at Seven Stories. To start, just click the link below.

BIG thanks for your help.

“# Did you try
-~ Enchanted

Belsay?

Audience Survey (for Families with Special Educational
Needs and Disabilities)

Web survey powered by SunveyMonkey.com. Greate your own online survey now
with SurveyMonkey's expert certified FREE templates.

0?2 28 Comments oy Like () Comment ) Share
[ﬂ) Like CJ Comment £~ Share 00>



. ¥inni Maguire
f 20 March at 21:13

Hi, just been looking at tickets for Newcastle Royal and Sunderland Empire
theatre for shows and i cannot believe how expensive its become?? |
would love to take the my kids to watch Shrek the Musical and Wicked next
year but decent view (not even the best seats in house) are like £48.50 each
without the booking fee and no concessions either! | think its such a shame
that people are being priced out - what do you think?

Doea 28 Comments
i Like P Comment # Share

E Lynette Looly Fough Completely agree!
Like - Reply - 20 March at 21:14

E&{ Alison Taylor Disgraceful.

@1 Like - Reply - 20 March at 21:17
Aely McKeon | agree. No way we could go it's easy £300-£400 to see a show
as a family for us.

Like - Reply - @ 1 - 20 March at 21:18

% Claire Louise Smith Totally agree. The shows are fantastic but too expensive.
Like - Reply - 20 March at 21:19

Cheryl Adamson [t's such a shame me and my Ig love musicals but can't
\ afford it and enly get to do it once s year now that | have her to pay for too

Like - Reply - 20 March at 21:21

. Kerry Newman Elliott Its shocking |'d love to take my 2 boys to see
something it's just to expensive. Its disappointing more than anything xxx
Like - Reply - 20 March at 21:22

Fj Leanne Brierley Went to see Justing party with my daughter yesterday, it was
i a little expensive at about £60 for 2 adults and a 1 year old, but the look on her
face made it all worth it and she has been asking to go back again today

Like - Reply - 20 March at 21:22

e Yinni Maguire How was it? We tried for tickets but sold out. We are
going to Scuthampton to watch instead x
Like - Reply - 20 March at 21:27

E Leanne Brierley It was fantasticl! Hoping they do another next year. |
doubt it, but they should, sell out everywhere as far as I'm aware and |
know there was loads asking for tickets still.

Like - Reply - 20 March at 21:36

Leanne Brierley Hope you enjoy it as much as we did xx
Like - Reply - @ 1 - 20 March at 21:36

Gemma Routledge It's expensive but it's absolutely worth it as far as I'm
concerned. I've paid less for shows and it’s nothing in comparison. The
amount of time and work and effort that goes into these things, you come out
absolutely buzzing! | just go with a group of... See more

Like - Reply - @ 4 - 20 March at 21:22

o ¥Yinni Maguire Totally agree, | love the big production west end

] musicals | have seen loads myself but as the kids are getting clder now
(next year will be going on 7 and 4) | would love to take them along for
the experience but | cannot justify spending so much on 1 ticket for
them

Like - Reply - @ 2 - 20 March at 21:26

4] Gemma Routledge | took my little girl to see Mary Poppins, but |
classed it as part of her birthday present. | suppose you just choose
what to spend your money on, some people might buy them £45
worth or toys or clothes but | wanted her to have that experience so |
bo... See more

Like - Reply - @) 4 - 20 March at 21:30

Write a reply...

Alison Whelan | don't understand why Theatre Royal is so much more
expensive than Sunderland Empire. Mamma Mia tickets were twice the price
at the Theatre Royal this month than at the Empire in October - same
production, same tour, same cast!

Like - Reply - 20 March at 21:25

| Genevieve Silvanus Do they have more differential pricing at
Sunderland? Theatre royal was all one price for Mary Poppins (so you
paid sane for rubbish seats as best), and when | went to see Chicago at
Sunderland we were in cheap seats. Maybe that's why??
Like - Reply - 20 March at 21:28

‘: Alison Whelan | don't know, the cheapest seats at the royal were
about £15 dearer than the standard at the Empire. The woman on the
box office said the show promoters set the prices, but there's a huge
difference.

Like - Reply - 20 March at 21:32

< \iew more replies

Nrite a reply... )

Genevieve Silvanus My birthday present last year was to see Mary Poppins
with my two girls. We couldn't go just because | fancied it but if it's a birthday
present or Christmas or whatever it's okay. It's not an everyday thing! And the
look on their faces was totally worth it - and | enjoyed it a lot more than a day
at a theme park!

Like - Reply - @1 - 20 March at 21:27
Loraine McCann Try Tyne Theatre, Customs House or other local productions

which are often more enjoyable for the kids. Less commercial and lots of local
talant w



Mandy Flynn My daughter is 8 and has been going regularly to the theatre
since she saw her first panto at theatre Royal at 2 and a half. Now my 5 year
old son goes too. | also go often with my friends (Gemma Routledge) and we
have had some brilliant times and fab memories. Yes it is not cheap but the
theatre Royal is a beautiful, top class theatre and the productions that are on,
especially the ones in more recent times are absolutely outstanding. | have a
friend involved in amateur theatre and the costs involved in one of their
productions are astronomical so heaven knows how much it costs to bring
West End shows to us. Years ago | could never have dreamt that | could see
Mary poppins in my beautiful local theatre . It all comes down to personal
choice and what you believe to be value for money. | truly believe that taking
my kids to such shows Is enriching their lives, building their imaginations and |
get just as much pleasure from watching their enjoyment as | do watching the
shows. Haha bit waffley from me but | am quite passionate about this 3. We
are booked for mamma Mia, grease, sister act and the panto so far. | do agree
that the other local theatres provide brilliant shows also, we saw a lovely one at
the weaekend at Whitley bay and have a couple booked for the Tyne theatre.,
love the customs house too. All great theatres and we are so so lucky to have

them! &
Like - Reply - @ & - 20 March at 21:45

ﬁ ¥inni Maguire | don't disagree. | know these productions are
expensive to put on but i just think its a shame some families are
priced out of these experiences. When you consider how much it is faor
a family of 4 say it adds up. x

Like - Reply - 20 March at 21:48

ﬁ Genevieve Silvanus Buts it the same with anything - I'd love to take
my girls on a 5” all inclusive two weeks abroad in the school summer
hals. I'm priced out of that experience tho! Got a couple of weekends
camping and at haggerston instead thus year lol

Like - Reply - @ 2 - 20 March at 21:52

E Georgina Alexander-Payne Absolutely agree Genevieve. If |'d stick at
1 child he'd experience lots more material things but instead benefits
from siblings. It's about how we prioritise money.

We value theatre very highly and they all go from birth. Ds3 aged 10
maonths has seen 6 productions so far and the twits tomaorrow

Like - Reply - @ 2 - 20 March at 23:06
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Is it changing behaviour?

"I can honestly say
that a theatre trip (other than
panto) as an activity for us as a
family had never really crossed my
mind but | wouldn't hesitate to do it

again. Thank you so much...”

Kerry O'Dowd on The Savage
at Live Theatre




Is it changing behaviour?

"...wanted to say thank you.
Based on recommendations here we
spent the day at Preston Park and
had an amazing time...

Hannah Sorley on Preston Park Museum
and Grounds




Is it changing behaviour?

Hannah Sorley, 1 year later...

“We still go with our now 7
month old! In the summer you

can hire rowing boats too which
is a lot of fun.”




Is it changing behaviour?

"I read about the Dance City
Easter school in one of the Family
Explorer emails so | booked it for
my 2 daughters. They absolutely

loved it - so much so they want
me to book them in for one of the
summer weeks too."

INERERE I e])




Is it changing behaviour?

"...I'm going to book it, sounds

perfect... Brilliant that | can use

this page to ask and get great
responses so fast, thank u x

Lucy Judge on Stephenson Railway Museum's
Santa Specials




Is it changing behaviour?

"Family Explorers is a brilliant
resource and the families tell us it
makes them feel much better
connected."

Hannah McKay Jackson, Project Coordinator,
Shipley Art Gallery
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Could it work

for you?
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